
Hello Elmer and Wilbur Class!  

Welcome back, we hope that you had a wonderful half term break with your 
families!  Firstly we would like to wish Reed a very happy belated birthday 
for yesterday.  Reed we hope that you had a fabulous day and got some 
lovely presents!

Today it is Monday 1st June and it is the start of Summer Term 2.  This half 
term we are going to link our stories and learning to the theme of ‘Water’.  
We will be reading stories about being beside the sea or under the sea.  We 
will be thinking about what lives near the sea or in the seas and rivers.  We 
will be thinking about water and how water is used and most of all, trying to 
keep ‘Distance Learning’ as fun as possible!



We are still asking you to keep reading everyday.  Reading is so important and practise, practise, practise is key!  Also 
remember that it is good to read books more than once, especially if it is a book that was read a little while ago.  The 
children’s skills would have improved and a book that they may have needed support to read could be one that they can 
now read unaided and can talk about what they have read.  That gives children a tremendous boost in confidence and 
reading for meaning is obviously another skill that they need to develop.

A lovely story that children will be relate to and might create discussion is ‘Winnie and Wilbur Stay at Home’ and can 
be found in the Oxford Owls ebooks.  Put it into the search and read it with your child if you haven’t already.  The 
children will be able to relate to the things that Winnie and Wilbur are getting up to.

www.oxfordowl.co.uk
select a book from 
oxford owls to read to 
your grown up

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/


Under the Sea by Anna Milbourne
and Cathy Shimmen

As I said on the introduction slide for today, we are focusing on water this half term and thinking about 
life beside and beneath the sea.  This week we are focusing on the book called ‘Under the Sea’ by Anna 
Milbourne and Cathy Shimmen to get us thinking about life beneath the waves.

To begin with today, we would like you to have a look at the front cover of the book below and talk with 
your grown up about what you can see.

What is swimming beneath the waves?
How many different creatures can you see?
Can you name them?
What colours can you see?
How many fish are there?
What are the white lines at the top of the picture?

Have a look on the next slide for todays writing activity.



Under the Sea by Anna Milbourne
and Cathy Shimmen

Now we would like you to think about the word ‘sea’ and what it makes you think of.  We would 
like you to create a mind map of drawings and words of everything that you think of when you 
hear the word ‘Sea’.

Mrs Hill has drawn one of some of the things that she thought of when she heard the word 
sea, but I bet you can think of many more things than she has done.  Also, Mrs Hill has been a 
bit naughty and only drawn the pictures, but she definitely should have had a try at writing the 
words to go with each picture.

You make sure that you have a try at writing the words.  Use your letter sounds to spell each 
word and grown ups make sure that the children are spelling the words and not asking you to 
spell them.  

If you are not sure of all of the sounds that you can hear, just write the ones that you can.  
Say the word out loud before you write it and try to count the sound buttons to help you.

Draw and write everything that you think of when you hear the word sea.  Not just creatures 
the live in the sea, but anything that reminds you of the sea.

Look on the 
next slide 
for my mind 
map.



Mrs Hill’s Mind Map – don’t forget to share yours on ‘Evidence Me’.

Sea Mind Map Activity



20 minutes 
Can you name all the phase 2 and 3 
sounds? 
Can you do all the actions?

Adults to play a ‘at random’ game with you child. 
Can they Say the sound and action? Is it a single 
sound, diagraph or trigraph ? … ask them how 
they know! 



20 minutes Beat the Teacher phase 3 

Today we thought it would be a good start to the new half term to play a version of 
‘Beat the Teacher’ using the phase three digraphs and trigraphs.  The children know 
how to play the game and I know they like to beat me, but I am determined to win!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xg3LoyV4HNI

Parents I thought that it would be a good idea for you to have a pen and paper 
handy as the children play this game and you can jot down the sounds that the 
children don’t know or are hesitant on.

I’ve also added the link to play ‘Beat the Teacher’ using phase three tricky words.  I 
know that you have played this before, but some of the parents have told me that 
you enjoy playing and it is good practise for reading.  I will be recording another 
version of the game soon, just in case some of you memorise the order that the 
words appear in.  I can’t have you having an advantage over me children!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=91Z2RE0UuHA&feature=youtu.be

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xg3LoyV4HNI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=91Z2RE0UuHA&feature=youtu.be


Hopefully you have had a fun half term packed with lots of different activities which 
had maths in! This week we are starting off with a recap of lots of different things we 
have been doing!




